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Matthew 7:7-11
Just over 15 years ago, on a snowy, February evening, I went to
an interview here in NDG for the position of minister at Wesley.
Since I had been doing pulpit supply with Wesley, I had gotten to
know the congregation, and it allowed us to have a deeper
conversation than is usual in many interviews.
There were a lot of questions asked that night, though I do not
remember them all. I remember being asked what my favourite
passage of scripture was.
“Matthew 7:7,” I replied, without hesitation. “Ask and you will
receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened
to you.”
I first remember reading these words in a wee book of
inspirational sayings, that my Grandmother gave to me when I
was 12 or 13. Over the years of my life, they have grown more
and more meaningful to me.
In the beginning, I think there was a sense of selfishness that
attracted me to the passage. I probably thought, ‘wow, all I have
to do is ask God for whatever I want and God will give it to me!’ I
have no memory of what the things I might have wanted were
back then, but this passage just confirmed, on some level, that my
greatest desires would come true.
My relationship with this passage of scripture was not something
that consumed me on a daily basis, but rather one that seemed to
pop up from time to time. In time, I began to understand that the
asking, seeking and knocking were not about getting what I

wanted, but understanding that I would be provided what I
needed. Looking back, I can remember times when this was
clearly the case.
The most significant time began in January of 1988. I was working
and going to school part-time. I was very close to finishing my
Bachelor’s degree and planning to go to teacher’s college that
fall. I had the application forms ready to complete in time for the
January 15 deadline.
Then things changed. On January 2, I got a call from my manager
telling me that the store I worked in was going bankrupt; I would
lose my job by the end of the month. I realized I needed to refresh
my resumé. I had to start looking for work. I had rent to pay. The
applications went into the garbage!
My first big ask happened the next day. I was at the mall kiosk,
mailing the store’s weekly paperwork to head office. I asked the
man who managed the kiosk if he knew of any available jobs in
the mall. He needed someone to work selling buss passes and
lottery tickets and hired me on the spot. He was willing to allow
me to work around my school schedule. I started working for him
the next week. I asked, I sought and I knocked and I had a job.
My next asking and seeking, came with a very close friend who
was studying to be a United Church Minister. We studied together
on Sunday afternoons. I remember doing research about the
history of the United Church, instead of reading for the class I was
taking at the time. I realize now that I was doing some seeking.
I also remember asking my friend one evening, “What does one
have to do to become a minister?” When she told me it involved a
master’s degree and a whole bunch of other stuff, I shrugged it
off, saying, “I couldn’t do that, I could get a Master’s degree.”

But as the weeks passed I found myself asking about whether or
not I was being called by God, asked by God, sought by God for
ministry. It was a stressful time, I was hearing a call, but not
believing it.
One night, I woke up and could not get back to sleep. I got up and
sat in the dark, shivering in the cold and I prayed out loud to God
asking one question? “What do you want from me? Whatever you
want I will do, just tell me; please make it clear.” I went back to
bed and back to sleep.
When I woke up the next morning, I had a sense of calm, and I
knew and accepted my call to ministry. That fall, instead of
teacher’s college, I was at Queens Theological College, beginning
my Master’s of Divinity degree! I asked, I sought, I knocked and
things fell into place, but I only because I walked through the
opening doors.
Over the years, as I have ventured through my years of ministry, I
have asked a lot of questions. For all of you, it has probably been
most evident in my preaching as I have sought to bring the
scriptures to light for us in our current context. But I have also
knocked on doors to find new ministry jobs, some were opened,
some were not, but in the end the right path was followed.
The words of Jesus have not just applied to my church and
ministry life. In hard times, in easy times, in joyous times and in
sad times, I have found myself asking, seeking and knocking. Just
as in my work and vocational life, answers have come, I have
found my way, doors have opened and I have had the courage to
respond and move forward. Sometimes it was the way I desired,
but more often than not, it was in ways that I didn’t even know I
needed at the time.

When Jesus shared the words that we have heard from
Matthew’s gospel today, he was offering us an invitation and
giving us all hope through a promise.
In telling us to ask with the promise of being answered, in urging
us to seek with the promise of finding our way, and in encouraging
us to knock, with the promise of doors being opened, Jesus is
reminding us that God provides us with what we need.
But perhaps more or most importantly, Jesus is also reminding us
that it is not just a one way street in our relationship with God.
Yes, God will provide what we need, but we also need to be in an
active relationship with God, one in which we are willing. Willing to
hear the answers, willing to go where we are being led and willing
to walk through the doors that are opened before us.
Now that I am leaving Wesley, and you are seeking a new
minister, I know that this part of the relationship will be especially
important for both of us.
I do not yet have work and I do not know where God is calling me
next. It could be to work with the church, in the secular world or
even a creative pursuit. I will be asking, seeking, knocking and
discerning and I know that God will lead me to where I am being
called and open doors for me to walk through.
For all of you, not just the Search Committee, there are lots of
questions to be asked; lots of questions about who and what God
is asking you to be as Wesley United Church as you move into
your future. You need to seek out ways to live out that calling from
God. You need to knock on doors, both within the congregation
and beyond, and trust that the right ones will open up before you.
And when the doors open, you must be willing to walk through
them courageously.

So let us go from these last 15 years together, knowing, that
before us all, there is much more asking, seeking, knocking and
discerning to be done. And let us go into this time, though apart,
with the confidence that our God is with us, giving us the courage
we need, as we journey into whatever our respective futures
bring.
May it be so. Amen.

